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eastern and western angles respectively. Another level strip
some quarter of a mile wide at its broadest, lies in an elevated
and romantic position around the northern apex between the
highest portion of the central mountain and the precipitous sea-
cliff. This distribution of the level ground is, as will be later
seen, reflected in the disposition of the various clans which
formerly spread over the island (fig. 91).
In addition to the three large mountains, there are smaller
elevations some hundreds of feet in height, generally in thefonn
of cones with craters distinctly visible. These lesser volcanoes
with one or two exceptions, may_be roughly said to lie in two lines
'which radiate irregularly from the northern eminence, spreading
out from it like fingers and pointing respectively to the east and
west ends of the south coast. The hills, which maybe termed the
root of the fingers, form part of the high ground, while those
equivalent to the tips rise out of the low-lying portion, where
the east and west transverse belts join the southern plain.
In sortfe instances the crater of a mountain has become a lake:
when this is the case the term " rano " is prefixed to its name,
It is quaintly told that one visitor, considering the volcanic
origin, hazarded the suggestion that " rano " was equivalent
to fire, to which the natives indignantly replied that, on the
contrary, it meant water. These lakes are almost the only
water-supply of the island: there is a good rainfall, but no single
running stream* Owing to the porous nature of the ground the
water sinks beneath the surface, sometimes forming underground
channels from which it flows into the sea below high-water mark:
thus giving rise to the curious statement of early voyagers that
the natives were able to drink salt water * (fig. 124). The lower
portions of the island are composed of sheets of lava, in process
of disintegration, across which walking is almost impossible and
riding a very slow process; the surface of the mountains and
1 " I will only add this one word about the curious way in which they
get fresh water on some of the coral islands, such as Narigone, where there
is none on the surf ace. Two go out together to sea, and dive down at
some spot where they know there is a fresh-water spring, and they alter-
nately stand on one another's backs to keep down th« one that is driakiBg
at the bottom before the pure water mixes with the surrounding «a&
water/'—"Notes on the Maoris and Mslanesians," Bishop of Wellington
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